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SUB J : ITALIAN AND VATICAN REACTION TO SPANISH EXECUTIONS 

SUMMARY: ITALIAN REACTION TO SPANISH EVENTS HAS BEEN 
EMOTIONAL, CONDEMNATORY OF FRANCO REGIME, AND WIDELY 
SHARED THROUGH THE ITALIAN POLITICAL SPECTRUM. UNPRECEDENTED 
TENSION HAS ARISEN BETWEEN VATICAN AND GOS. END SUMMARY. 

1. SPANISH SCENE HAS RECEIVED EXTENSIVE AND INTENSIVE 
MEDIA COVERAGE, ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY CONDEMNATORY OF 
EXECUTIONS AND JURIDICAL PROCESS WHICH LED TO THEM. 

PRESS ASSERTS FRANCO'S ACTION "TAKES SPAIN OUT OF EUROPE", 
FRANCOISM IS A "CANCER", THE EXECUTEES WERE "PATRIOTS" 

AND MEMBERS OF THE "DEMOCRATIC FORCES" IN SPAIN. THE 
EXECUTIONS WERE "ASSASSINATIONS" WHICH LEAVE THE FASCIST 
FRANCO REGIME "ISOLATED IN SHAME". 

2. POLITICIANS OF NEARLY ALL CAMPS (RIGHTIST MSI 
EXCLUDED, OF COURSE) LINED UP IN CONDEMNATION. IN ROME, FOR 
EXAMPLE, REPRESENTATIVES OF PRI, DC, PSDI, AND PCI SHARED 
PLATFORM AND SPOKE AT PIAZZA VENEZIA PUBLIC RALLY. 
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3. PUBLIC RESPONSE WAS NATION- WIDE, AND IN SOME INSTANCES 
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VIOLENT. DEMONSTRATIONS WERE STAGED IN MOST MAJOR CITIES. 
USUALLY WITH MOST OF POLITICAN SPECTRUM, LABOR UNIONS AND YOUTH 
GROUPS REPRESENTED. IN ROME ASSAULTS ON GOS PREMISES WERE 
ATTEMPTED BUT REPULSED WITH NO MAJOR DAMAGE. SOME SPANISH TOUR 
BUSES WERE DAMAGED BY FIRE SET BY ROAMING GROUPS. THESE 
INCIDENTS. PLUS SOME CASES OF WINDOW-SMASHING AND SACKING OF 
STORES WERE USUALLY LED BY YOUTHS OF EXTREME LEFT. 

4. GOI OFFICIAL RESPONSE WAS RECALL "FOR CONSULTATIONS" OF ITS 
AMBASSADOR FROM MADRID, AFTER AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH OTHER 
MEMBERS OF NINE. GOI ALSO RELEASED PUBLIC STATEMENT (BEING 
TRANSMITTED SEPARATELY) TAKING NOTE OF ITS NUMEROUS EFFORTS, 
BILATERALLY AND AS PRESIDENT OF NINE, TO OBTAIN CLEMENCY. 
STATEMENT TERMS EXECUTIONS A "VIOLATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
JUSTICE AND OF RESPECT FOR THE INDIVIDUAL WHICH INSPIRE THE 
DEMOCRACIES OF EUROPE." 

5. PCI'S L'UNITA CARRIED LONG EDITORIAL SEPTEMBER 29, MOST 
NOTABLE ASPECT OF WHICH IS ONLY MEDIA ATTEMPT, SO FAR AT 
LEAST, TO FEATURE USG AS CO- VILLAIN ALONG WITH FRANCO REGIME. 
ENTITLED "SPAIN, EUROPE AND THE UNKITED STATES", ARTICLES 
SEES US SUPPORT OF FRANCO AS A TACTIC IN ITS 

GRANDER STRATEGY OF ASSURING ITS DOMINANCE OVER 
EUROPE. "...EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT IF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
(ANY) COUNTRY COULD HAVE PREVENTED THE SHOOTINGS, IT 
WAS EXACTLY THAT OF THE UNITED STATES, WHICH IS MOST 
POWERFUL SUPPORTER OF THE FRANCO REGIME. " KISSINGER’S 
STRATEGY, NOT ONLY FOR SPAIN BUT FOR ALL EUROPE, IS 
"DESIGNED TO PREVENT - EVEN AT THE COST OF SUPPORTING 
FRANCOISM AND ITS BARBARITIES JUST AS UNTIL ONLY 
YESTERDAY (THE USG) SUPPORTED THE PORTUGUESE REGIME AND 
ITS SHAME - THE UNIFYING PROCESS, WHICH IS MOVING AHEAD 
IN MANY COUNTRIES OF OUR CONTINENT, FROM (CULMINATING IN) 

NEW FORMS OF DEMOCRACY WHICH WOULD LEAD TO A DISCUSSION 
AMONG EQUALS BETWEEN WESTERN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES.” 

6. TENSE VATICAN-SPANISH RELATIONS: POPE PAUL VI ON THREE 
OCCASIONS SINCE SEPT 21 APPEALED TO GOS "TO CHOOSE PATH 
OF MAGNANIMITY AND CLEMENCY RATHER THAN THAT OF 
MURDEROUS REPRESSION." "UNFORTUNATELY," SAID THE POPE IN 
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UNUSUALLY DIRECT LANGUAGE, "WE WERE NOT LISTENED TO." 
L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO, VATICAN OFFICIAL DAILY, IN AN 
UNPRECEDENTED FRONT-PAGE ARTICLE, REPRINTS THE POPE'S 
"VIGOROUS CONDEMNATION," UNDERLINING THE ENTIRE STATEMENT. 

IN ADDITION IT CARRIES AN EDITORIAL LAMENTING THAT THE 
GOS "WAS NOT WILLING TO CONSIDER EVEN THE THREE APPEALS 
FOR CLEMENCY EXPRESSED BY THE HOLY FATHER, PARTICULARLY 
THE LATEST ONE DIRECTED THAT EVENING TO THE SPANISH 
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HEAD OF STATE. 1 ' 

VATICAN SOURCES HAVE TOLD US THAT THERE WERE FREQUENT 
CALLS BETWEEN SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO HOLY SEE AND 
ARCHBISHOP BENELLI, DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE, THROUGHOUT 
THE WEEK AND THAT BY SATURDAY MORNING, SEPT 27, 

FOLLOWING AN UNSUCCESSFUL APPEAL THE NIGHT BEFORE TO 
GENERAL FRANCO BY THE VATICAN CHARGE 1 D'AFFAIRES IN 
MADRID, IT WAS MUTUALLY DECIDED THAT THE GOS WOULD NOT 
SEND AN OFFICIAL DELEGATION TO THE CANONIZATION OF 
SAINT JUAN MACIAS (16THE CENTURY SPANISH PRIEST ACTIVE 
IN PERU) AND TO CANCEL A CANONIZATION RECEPTION AT 
SPANISH EMBASSY SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY. BY EARLY 
AFTERNOON ON SEPT 27, THE SPANISH AMBASSADOR TO THE 
VATICAN HAD APPARENTLY RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURN 
TO MADRID FOR "CONSULATIONS 11 . HIS DEPARTURE THE NEXT 
MIDDAY DRAMATIZED THE TENSE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
VATICAN AND SPAIN FOLLOWING THE EXECUTION OF THE FIVE 
SPANISH RADICALS. VOLPE 
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